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Tackling
the pitfalls
of hair loss

PSTA
changing
lives

Marlo Scott, left,
and Ife Davis
BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Pinellas Technical College
(PTC), located at 901 34th St.
S, was all abuzz with students
and professionals alike all set
to wage war on hair loss and
deteriorating body images.
With September being
National Alopecia Awareness
Month, experts from area
businesses were on hand to
give their opinions and offer
solutions to those suffering
from temporary or permanent hair loss.
For three years the
Alopecia Awareness seminar
has catered to those suffering with hair loss. A difficult
diagnosis to deal with, alopecia areata is caused by an abnormality in the immune
system in which those afflicted can lose hair on their
scalp, body, even their eyelashes and eyebrows. There
are many different types of
alopecia; while some have
temporary shedding of hair
others experience permanent baldness.
Marlo Scott, owner of
Hair It Iz Natural & Chemical
Salon and the force behind
the event, aims to educate,
encourage and inspire people to find solutions before
the problem gets out of hand.
As president of Alopecia
Awareness Tampa Bay
See HAIR, page 7

L-R, Harry Harvey, Dr. Joyce Hamilton-Henry, Askia Muhammad Aquil
and Stephanie Owens-Royster



BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Florida Holocaust
Museum continues to
commemorate the Civil
Rights Movement and celebrate African-American
history and culture with
one of a number of events
held throughout the city.
Last Thurs., Sept. 24, a
community conversation
entitled “Voices of Experience: Personal Stories of
the Civil Rights Struggle

and Insights on the Voting
Rights Act” was held at
Pinellas Technical College, St. Petersburg campus.
Presented by the
League of Women Voters
(LWV) of the St. Petersburg Area, four panelists
reflected on the changes
to the Voting Rights Act
(VRA) of 1965 in the 50
years since President
Lyndon
B.
Johnson
signed the bill into law.
St. Petersburg Deputy
Mayor, Dr. Kanika Toma-

lin said it is an important
time to start a dialogue
about voting and voting
rights since this is an election season in St. Pete and
next year the presidential
election.
“Let’s exercise our
right [to vote]. Let's encourage and fight for others to be able to do the
same, and in so doing we
will honor those who
came before us and
fought so very hard for
that right and for each of
us,” she said.

Rachael Garafalo, first
vice president and chairperson of the LWV Voter's
Service
Committee,
began a discussion about
the state of voting laws
today. She went on to relate how suppressive state
legislation has eroded
voter rights and protections through gerrymandering,
onerous
ID
requirement, early voting
reductions, voter roll
purges and how in Florida
See VOTING, pages 8

PCUL’s annual fundraiser knocks it
out of the ballpark!
BY SKYLA LUCKEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL)
held their 37th Annual
Equal Opportunity Day
Gala at Tropicana Field
Sat., Sept. 26. Keeping
with this year’s theme,
Sandals & Sequins, ladies
swapped their stilettos for
comfortable sandals as
they partied with a purpose.

The ballpark party
with an upscale experience event served as a
fundraiser and recognized
outstanding community
leaders.
Bay News 9’s own
Erica Riggins wore a
black dress and elegant
but comfortable sandals
as she once again hosted
the ceremonies for the
evening. PCUL President
& CEO Watson Haynes
See PCUL, page 6

L-R, Watson Haynes, Leah Brown,
Ken Welch and Alvin Nesmith

CEO Brad Miller
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
One year ago MYcroSchool
Pinellas
partnered
with Pinellas Suncoast
Transit Authority (PSTA)
to bring U-Pass to students, to provide them
with unlimited free bus
rides as long as they make
it to all of their classes each
week. This Monday, with
students on hand, the
school’s staff and PSTA
board members celebrated
the renewal of their partnership at the school’s campus at 840 Third Ave. S.
“A lot of us don’t always
think about public transportation, about how we’re
going to get to places, but it
affects us all,” asserted
Brad Miller, CEO of PSTA.
“This partnership that we
have with MYcroSchool is
something we’re very, very
proud of.”
Miller noted that the UPass not only helps get students to school to attend
classes, but assists them in
getting to other appointments and events.
“You can pretty much
get anywhere you want to
go in Pinellas County,” he
said. “To Largo, to downtown St. Pete, you can go to
the Rays games, you can
get to the beach, you can
get to the library to study.
Whatever you want to do.”
He added that he hopes
PSTA will get other schools
to participate in providing
free transportation to students as well.
See PSTA, page 6
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The Pope
Dear Editor,
Whew, what an awesome six days! The United
States has been blessed to
have experienced a visit
from the religious leader
of the world, Pope Francis
Assisi. Rather you are Jew,
Protestant, Atheist or
Muslim, Americans joined
their Catholic brothers
and sisters in making the
Pope’s visit one of the
most memorable ones I
am certain that the Pope
will claim during his papal
reign.
He blessed us with
messages and actions
grounded in the word and
works of God. One attribute of a leader is the ability
to learn from other leaders. The size or makeup of
the following doesn’t matter; it is the principles of
leadership that transcend
across disciplines as well
as secular and religious institutions and organizations.
I can only hope that as
I continue the journey of
leading the NAACP that
my actions and words will
be received as principles
of leadership grounded in
the word and works of
God. It is leaders like the
Pope Francis, the Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. as well as local
leaders who I will use as
my normative gauge in
leading an organization
whose history is grounded
and founded on the word
and works of Jesus!
One of the many messages of the Pope that resonated with me was the
message of inclusion. For
many years the Catholic
Church has been bounded
in traditions that have resulted in unintended consequences for the church.
As opposed to drawing
people closer to the
Church and the teachings
of Christ, the multitude of
doctrines grounded in bureaucracy and politics
have in fact turned many
Catholics away from the
church.
One such doctrine, the
process of annulment, forbid Catholics to take communion if they have been
married and divorced and
have not completed the annulment process. Well
guess what, the annulment process could take
years and get this, the cost
has proven to be even
more prohibitive.

Well we can guess
who left the church, the
poor and the divorced. A
1984 article in the U.S.
Catholic magazine estimated that approximately
8 million Catholics left the
church because they felt
they were no longer accepted. While there was a
disagreement among various sources quoted in the
article regarding the actual number of Catholics
that left the church, there
was an acknowledgment
that the numbers were
alarming.
The Pope’s response:
“Let’s cut this process
down to 45 days and make
it free!” My bet is on the
Pope, it is my guess that
this one reformed act
alone will bring millions of
Catholics back to the
church!
The Catholic
Church, like so many religious and secular organizations, can often lose
sight of their mission. As a
result, they drift off into
making decisions and taking actions that often uproot the one element
needed for these institutions to exist—the people!
In 2010 the NAACP
celebrated a 100 years of
existence. One can imagine the number of
r ules/doctrines/bylaws
that have been constituted
during the past century to
ensure the smooth operation of this mammoth organization. I can only
imagine the number of
rules and policies that
have been put in place
over time regarding the
issue of memberships simply because there was a
time that being an active
member of the NAACP
could cost one their life.
And it has been in the not
too distant past that one
could lose their job if it
were known members.
However, the NAACP like
the Catholic Church must
experience transformation
if it is expected to survive
the next 100 years.
As the newly elected
president of the St. Petersburg branch, two of the
areas I hope to influence
change and transformation is the collaboration
with non-traditional community groups and the recruitment of millennials,
not only as members
within the NAACP, but
also into leadership roles.
The NAACP has always been proactive in en-

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Focusing on home

suring its recruitment of
its members was diverse
in terms of ethnicity and
gender; however, within
the 40 plus years I have
been affiliated with the organization off and on, I am
not aware of a strategic
focus on the recruitment
of young people and succession planning explicitly
for the purpose of preparing young people to lead
the organization.
For the St. Petersburg
branch the change has already begun. Of the
branch’s 35 member executive committee, four of its
members are considered
by sociological construct
as Millennials. While the
time period may vary depending on the source, the
generally accepted time
period of these young people’s birth fall between
1982 and 2004, making
them as young as 11 years
old and as old as 33 years
old.
One of our targeted
membership focuses will
be aimed at bringing these
groups of young people
18-39 years old into the
NAACP and providing
them with leadership tools
that will aide them in their
future leadership endeavors here in St. Pete or
wherever their travels
may take them.
It is imperative that the
local branch of the
NAACP does just as the
Catholic Church is doing
toward the annulment doctrine. We must be intentional in ensuring that
while remaining true to
the mission of the NAACP,
we are also mindful of how
we carry out rules and
processes to ensure we
are bringing young people
to the organization as opposed to turning them
away!
Maria L. Scruggs

Praise the Lord Saints.
This week we will talk about what I
believe is one of the biggest ploys used
by satan and his demons to keep us in
this state of degeneration.
As I look and the local papers and the
local news, its no wonder things are as
they are today and there appears to be no
concrete positive solution in sight.
Satan has masterfully, through the art
of deception and deflection, drawn our attention away from the “at home,” “in your
backyard” issues that plagued our people
for centuries, and had us to look at global
issues. Issues that we have no say so on
other than our own skewed opinions
based solely on what we are told and not
factual evidence they can substantiate.
It’s called the “sleight of hand” approach
and if you are not careful, you will continue to be misled into believing the lie.
Although these global issues are sad
and devastating in nature, they are rare
occurring events. The issues we have far
and away exceed these and carry far
more destructive force and have been for
some time.
Simply go back to last year, 5 years
ago, 10 years ago, we will find neighborhood devastation in the form of justifiable
police shootings, police themselves being
killed by youths, riots, etc. We have a
laundry list and that’s just speaking to the
police violence issues.
What we are failing to realize is that
it’s all connected.
Like it or not, agree or not, the
Church has to be the foundational nucleus that will achieve the overall success
we desire and need. It’s the only one of
three, the family and community, that
contains all the answers and solutions to
the complex web of deception that satan
has spun.
It must be in the order I placed it as
well. Parents must then take on the responsibilities given to them by God to
train, raise, chastise, discipline, protect,
guide, lead, love, and nurture their kids.
They, the parents, learn these fundamental principles and traits from one
place, the Church.
If your church is not teaching these
foundational principles, either bring it to
the pastor’s attention that you need and
want these added to the Bible Study or
Sunday School or find one that is. It’s not
that hard to locate one, just look to the
Church’s youth program and gauge it
from there. Be mindful also that there

should be more instruction and teaching
than just programs. There is nothing
wrong with the variety of programs in
youth departments today but, you have to
instill principles in our kids first, then programs will be the icing on the cake and a
privilege earned from their actions and
conduct outside the church environment.
Changing gears for a minute, if you
didn’t see the fourth blood moon that occurred on Saturday evening you missed
a very historic and prophetic event.
Research it because there are some
upcoming events in the future that most
aren’t aware of that will have you perplexed and feeling uneasy in a sense.
Watching Jewish shows on CTN reveals what they mean and what it means
to the US for its participation in the connecting events.
Like never before we need to be in
more prayer and fasting because it seems
like the US is just in total defiance to
God’s Word and don’t really believe His
Wrath is still alive and swift.
Instead of looking to the hills we
might need to be setting up camp until it’s
over.
My jaw dropped when my wife and I
were looking at one of our top 5 shows
and saw what we believe to be an act that
we never saw coming from this show. Its
one thing to do what most shows are
doing to boost ratings, but when you had
just won an award for the show, besting
all the other prime time shows, it didn’t
add up. I was disappointed not only as a
Christian, man of God, believer of God’s
Word; it just didn’t fit and wasn’t needed.
Finally, if you have been attempting to
go to my website, I apologize as I haven’t
had the time to publish it but will be
doing so soon. And if you missed any of
my articles, I will be posting the link to
each of them on the site.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD –
pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
The Apostolic Open Door Church of
God & True Holiness - 2800 41st Ave. N,
St. Pete
First Vice President - NAACP St. Petersburg Branch
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Council
Board Member | Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile Justice for Circuit 6

Mother seeking daughter
If you are female and were born in 1966
at Bayfront Hospital and were adopted out to Attorney
Al & Margaret Thompson, please call (662) 708-1627.
Your birth mother is desperately trying to find you.

CONNECT
W ITH US

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita

The Weekly Challenger




 


 
 
 
 
 

  

 
   
    
 

Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Irene Johnson-Pridgen

Advertising Dept. 727-642-3499
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY 50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

Volume 48 • Number 6
Published Thursday,
October 1, 2015
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2015

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
Changing the destiny of children:
From “F” to “A” Schools

Tips for first-time homebuyers

ST. PETERSBURG —
The plight of our children
looms heavily in the minds
and hearts of concerned
citizens in south St. Pete.
Re-segregation, parental involvement, court orders,
unprepared instructors,
suspensions and more are
blamed for the over fiveyear history of non-performing schools. While we
continue to dialog and
search for solutions, our
children’s future opportunities narrow daily and their
destiny and ability to become pillars of our community is challenged.
The national spotlight
was placed on St. Petersburg’s “F” schools highlighted recently by the
Tampa Bay Times in their
series “Failure Factories.”
The Pinellas Suncoast
Black Republican Club has
reached out to an education
powerhouse to join their
Oct. 8 monthly meeting.
The community is invited to hear Angelia Boynton, who currently serves
on the Finance, Legislative
and Multicultural Committee and as a board member
of the Florida School Board
Association. Her success
strategies for turning “F”
designated schools in Marion County around will be a
breath of fresh air. When it
comes to changing the future for children, she does

Buying your first home is
an exciting time, but it’s also a
very big responsibility. As a
mortgage specialist working
strictly with first-time homebuyers, I’ve seen firsthand
how easy it is for homebuyers
to get swept up by the excitement and forget they are
making a substantial financial
commitment.
I have found that most
first-time homebuyers aren’t
prepared for the home-buying process. That is why it is
important to talk to a lender
early in the process who can
tell you what you need to
know and help walk you
through the steps before you
buy.
Here are some things to
think about if you’re a firsttime homebuyer:
Evaluate your credit
history and score. A lot of
the challenges I come across
with first-time homebuyers
are credit issues, mostly defaults on utility collections or
failure to pay credit cards on
time. So the first thing to do is
sit down and run a credit
check to see if any issues
come up. You can pull your
credit report for free once a
year at annualfreecreditreport.com.
If any thing derogatory
does show up, the second
thing you’ll have to do is make
a commitment to fix it. It usually takes time, but start by
paying back small debts first
and then move on to bigger
ones. And if you have no
credit history, there are ways
to build credit in a responsible
way.

not mind rolling up her
sleeves and thinking outside of the box to get results.
“We have invited Ms.
Boynton because people in
our community want answers, not excuses,” said
Chair,
Sheila
Griffin.
“Boynton has a report card
of getting real results in education and that’s what we
need.”
Boynton is also serving
her second term on the
Marion County School
Board. A strong education
advocate, Boynton was selected by the Citizen’s Ambassador Program to serve
as an Ambassador to South
Africa to participate in a
global Early Childhood Education program.
She established the
Boynton Memorial Education Scholarship as an investment in students of
Marion
County,
has
worked with at-risk youth
providing them with books
and computers and established a library in her
church, giving youth an opportunity to read at home,
was a member of the
Florida Association for the
Young Children and was
the 2003-05 Chair of Marion County Pace Center for
Girls.
Boynton is a business
owner, Instant Tax Group
& Associates, specializing

in Income Tax prep and
small business accounting. When it comes to children she lends her
education and corporate expertise to bridge gaps between
socio-economic
levels, political affiliations
and community ministerial
groups.
She was honored as one
of the 2014 Inductees in
Marion County Black
Archives Museum and
2011 AKA-First Black Female Marion County-wide
Election, among other accolades.
Join the Pinellas Suncoast Black Republican
Club Oct. 8 at 6:30 p.m. at
Tappanyaki Grill and Chinese Buffet, 391 34th St. N,
St. Petersburg. All are welcome. This event is free.
Those attending are encouraged to purchase a meal to
offset the sponsor’s costs.
For more information
or RSVP, please call (727)
207-2721.

                          

BY MARISSA RIGALI
Guest Columnist

Determine your all-inclusive monthly payment.
A big mistake people make is
looking for homes before
they’ve figured out what they
can afford. Don’t focus only
on the listing price; take into
account the mortgage payment, mortgage insurance,
homeowners insurance, utilities, HOA fees and your other
debt. You have to go into this
buying decision knowing
what you can afford each
month.
Look into down payment assistance programs. Some cities and
municipalities offer down payment assistance programs
based on income qualifications. These programs are
very helpful, but may come
with stipulations regarding
home price and location, so
make sure you read the fine
print before starting your
home search.
It’s always a good idea to
have a little money saved up.
Even if you’re getting down
payment assistance, buying a
home comes with expenses
you might not immediately
consider. Having some
money saved will help cover
the costs for expenses like a
home appraisal or security deposits on utilities. And let’s not
forget that once you’re a
homeowner there is no maintenance person to call if an appliance breaks down or your
roof starts to leak.
Find a realtor that is on
your side. A good realtor will
respect your all-inclusive
monthly payment and find
homes to show you that keep
you within this amount. The
realtor will also help guide
you through the home-buy-

ing process and advise on key
steps to take before making
an offer or closing on your
home, such as getting a home
inspection.
Always get a home inspection. Oftentimes, homebuyers skip this step because
they don’t want to pay for it,
but it can be very revealing.
An issue with the air conditioning or roof can carry big
costs if something goes
wrong. It’s better to know
about any potential issues up
front so you can make an informed decision about how to
move forward.
If it’s determined that
you’re not quite ready to buy
your first home, there are
steps you can take to get
ready, so work with your
lender to determine what
needs to be done. I also recommend going through the
HUD certification course. It
provides a lot of great information and many assistance
programs require it anyway.
See ad on page 5.
Marissa Rigali (NMLD
ID 364663) is a CRA Mortgage Loan Originator, specializing in helping first-time
homebuyers throughout the
Tampa Bay area. For more information on qualifying as a
first-time homebuyer, call
(727) 288-6100. USAmeriBank (NMLS ID 456668).
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Law enforcement officers honors bereaved survivors
CLEARWATER — Bereaved survivors and families of homicide victims
gathered the evening of
Sept. 25 at Ross Norton
Recreation Center in Clearwater to observe the National Day of Remembrance
for Murdered Victims. Survivors celebrated with representatives from the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office, the
City of Clearwater Police
Department, the City of
Largo Police Department
and the Springtime Club to
discuss unsolved murders
and pay tribute to the community’s homicide victims
and their surviving family
members.
The Springtime Club
works on the premise that
crime prevention is a collaborative effort that cannot be
achieved by the police alone.
They believe that we all
must work hand-in-hand
with law enforcement officers to fight crime, solve
criminal cases and deter violence in our communities.
The City of Largo’s Police Department was a new
edition to the program this
year. The Springtime Club
represents the family of one
of Largo’s oldest cold cases.
Myles Simpkins Sr., was on
his way to visit his girlfriend
with a friend when he suffered fatal wounds from a
robbery attempt. As he and
his friend approached her
apartment on Fulton Street,
both of them were confronted by two unidentified
suspects. The suspects shot
and killed Simpkins while
his friend was able to get
away and flee the incident

unharmed.
During last year’s event,
Simpkins’ 10-year-old son
Myles Jr., approached the
Springtime Club and asked
if he could meet the detective assigned to his father’s
case. Moved by the young
survivor’s sincerity, the Club
immediately reached out to
Largo’s Police Department
following the event. This
year Myles Jr. sat and fellowshipped with Detective
Brendan Arlington and Sergeant Mike Short during the
event. Both law enforcement
officers are responsible for
the investigation of his father’s case.
“These partnerships add
tremendous value to the
families we serve,” shared
Club
member
Annie
Howard. “This event is to
renew our commitment to
those families that regardless of their circumstances,
we will continue to support
them and promote their
cases until they can find closure.”
Springtime Club member Elaine Williams shared
her family’s touching story
on the program for the first
time. The victim survivor of
two homicides, she lost both
her mother and her brother
to violence. Elaine said that
her mother’s case was
solved immediately, but that
her brother’s case remains
open. Like so many of the
cases and crime victims honored during the program,
his murder is also a cold
case. It has not been solved
and no one has been arrested.
“Even if we had answers,






they wouldn’t be good
enough to justify the loss of
life and so we just have to
find courage and strength to
move forward and know
that we can honor our loved
ones in a way that’s positive
by spreading hope,” said
Williams.
Myles Jr. is the spitting
image of his father. His
grandmother
Demetris
Brinson said that he loves to
hear stories about the
dad he never met. She believes that his acute interest
in his father’s case and quest
for justice makes him feel
connected in some way to
the man he loves but never
knew. His father was killed
before he was born September 20, 2003, at the age of
19. His cold case is 12 years
old.
After being invited to
speak about what they miss
most about their loved ones,
the survivors released a procession of white dove balloons
into the night sky. The annual
day of remembrance was first
established in 2007. This year
was the third annual ceremony for the Springtime Club
of Clearwater.
The investigations for
the Springtime Club’s cold
case initiatives are still ongoing and detectives are asking for information the
public may have on these
cases. It’s never too late to
send in tips for cold cases –
someone out there could
hold the key, the missing
piece of the puzzle to bringing closure for Myles Jr. and
the families of these victims.
Anyone with information
on the cold case of Myles

Myles Junior

Myles Senior
Simpkins Sr. or the recent
murder investigation of
McKinley Torbit, Jr. may
contact Detective Brendan
Arlington in the Largo Police Department at (727)
587-6730.
Anyone with information
on the cold case of Marco
Waters and the active murder investigation of Gregory
Williams may contact Sergeant Robert Snipes in the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office at (727) 682-6307.
If you have information
on the cold cases of Melanie
Warren, Francois Bing,

Clarence Bolden, William H.
Sears, and Leon Dash, Jr., or
the recent murder investigations of victims Milton
Alexander, Charles J. Ferrell
and Justin Austin, you may
contact Sergeant Michael
Ogliaruso at (727) 562-4383
or Major David Dalton at
(727) 562-4352 in the Clearwater Police Department.
If you wish to remain
anonymous and have information regarding these
cases, please contact Crime
Stoppers of Pinellas at 1-800873-TIPS or www.crimestop-

persofpinellas.org. You can
also report information by
texting TIP144 plus your tip
to 274637(CRIMES) or send
a mobile tip using Crime
Stoppers new “TipSubmit
Mobile” application, which
is a free download for
iPhones, iPads, and Android
devices. (Text STOP to
274637 to cancel. Text
HELP to 274637 for help.
Messaging and Data Rates
May Apply.)
If your tip leads to an arrest, you may be eligible for
a reward of up to $1,000.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”



  


 










 
 










 



    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS!!!
IT’S OUR WAY OF GIVING BACK TO THE
COMMUNITY THAT BROUGHT US THIS FAR

SPECIAL OFFER WITH EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS
20 GAUGE M ETAL CASKETS STARTING AT
$1,895 DISCOUNTED BY FACTORY REBATE

YOUR COST ONLY $199
with the purchase of our professional services, removal, embalming, dressing and casketing

Complimentary Items Included With Package:
7 passenger limousine, casket spray,
100 funeral programs, register book, visitation, wake service

For More Details
Contact Our 24 Hour Hotline
(727) 896-2602
Visit us on the web: crealfuneralhomeandcremation.com
“Experience the Difference”
Creal Funeral Home and Cremation
1940 7th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Leon M. Thomas III
Ronald J. Derr Sr.
President
L.F.D.I.C.
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Creal offers new viewing option
ST. PETERSBURG
— This year marks the
60th Anniversary of
Creal Funeral Home.
Robert Creal, Sr. and
his wife poured their
passion and finances
into making this funeral
home a household
name. Under the new
direction
of
Leon
Thomas III, Creal Funeral Home now offers
something more intimate for your deceased
loved ones—the Bedroom Scene.

If you want to have
privacy for your family
and friends to view the
body in a calm and intimate setting, the Bedroom Scene provides
viewing prior to a burial
or cremation. There is
literally a bedroom decorated to provide that
being home feeling. You
can bring your own minister or musician to hold
a separate service.
Special rates are
available Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday
and

Wednesdays only if you
choose to view your
loved one in a home setting.
Thomas III, president and new owner,
wants to welcome you
and your family by sharing this historical 25,000
square foot renovated
funeral home and by
showcasing the 200
chapel seating for your
convenience.
Call Creal Funeral
Home and Cremation
at (727) 896-2602.

Leon M. Thomas III
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PCUL’s annual fundraiser
From PCUL, page 1

welcomed
some
480
guests and thanked the
many organizations involved with making the
Urban League a success.
Alex Glenn, president of
Duke Energy, spoke on the
importance of helping the
underprivileged in Pinellas
County.
“He had quiet words but
they speak to us with a loud
calling tonight,” said Glenn
of Pope Francis’ address to
Congress. “He said a political society endures when it
seeks, as a vocation to satisfy common needs by stimulating the growth of all its
members, especially those
in situations of greater vulnerabilities or risk.”
Glenn explained that
PCUL programs such as
Summer Training in Youth
Leadership and Employment (STYLE), their GED
assistance program and the
Education Advisory Council are helping young people in the community to
succeed.
St. Petersburg Police
Chief Anthony Holloway
echoed Glenn’s comments
stating that the community
must take steps to move the
youth in the right direction.
He explained that the PCUL
is helping lead the way with
youth and family services,
health programs and utility
assistance.
This year’s honorees
came from different sectors
of the community, but were
all recognized for their unwavering support to the
PCUL.
Leah Brown of Bright
House Networks was presented with the Business

Industry Award. Bright
House Networks has been
supportive of Brown as she
shares her passion to help
others. Alvin Nesmith, a
production manager at the
Tampa Bay Times, was honored with the President’s
Award for his involvement
in programs such as STYLE
and Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch was
honored for helping the organization meet its transportation needs by working
with the Pinellas County
government to procure a
health van to service people
with medical needs in the
community.
Keynote speaker Paul
Tash, Tampa Bay Times
CEO & chairman, has long
admired the Urban League
for recognizing the connection between individual success
and
the
role
community plays in personal achievement.
“One reinforces the
other. It’s hard for individuals to succeed in communities that don’t have safe
neighborhoods,
good
schools, decent jobs and
stable families. But it’s also
true that communities
struggle when people don’t
make the most of opportunities that are available so I
salute the Urban League for
lifting up our communities
and coming at the challenge,” said Tash.
Attendees were treated
to the Shawn Brown Band
and the Mt. Zion Marching
Band. A smorgasbord of
food was served and guests
danced the night away in
the outfield.

PSTA renews partnership with MYcroSchool Pinellas
From PSTA, page 1

Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch, who
is a PSTA board member
and gave the commencement speech at the last MYcroSchool
graduation
ceremony, said PSTA is
“thrilled” to extend the
partnership with MYcroSchool Pinellas.
“Every MYcroSchool
student can ride our buses
for free with no additional
cost to the student,” Welch
stated. “We think that’s important because PSTA’s
mission is connecting people with opportunities, and
that’s what this is really all
about.”
MYcroSchool principal
Michael Warren called the
partnership very important, adding that “it gives
students not only the ability
to attend school, which is
vital to their success, but
they can also use it to go to
jobs, job interviews or
any other various appointments that they may have
during the week.”
Dr. Lars Hafner, Director of Development and Advancement
at
MYcroSchool, pointed out

that the school became the
third entity in the community to get the U-Pass.
“St. Petersburg College had done it, University
of South Florida, St. Petersburg had done it and then
MYcroSchool,”
Hafner
said. “So being a player
with those other two
major entities was really a
positive for this school.”
The school pays for the
pass for all of its
students, he explained, and
it gives the flexibility to the
students to use the pass
whenever the bus service
is available, which includes
the downtown trolley. As
this pass is part of the
school’s overall budget, he
said, MYcroSchool makes
payments to PSTA but does
get some reimbursement
from the state and local
school boards.
MYcroSchool is a public charter dropout recovery high school serving
16-21 year olds. It gives opportunity for students who
could become disruptive
members of the community
the opportunity to become
productive members of the

society, noted Traci Steen,
MYcroSchool board chairperson. She underscored to
students the benefit of their
being able to use free transportation to “do all the
other things you need to do
for your family.”
Many students are taking full advantage of that,
including Kevin Caver, who
said he uses the bus to get
to his little brother’s house
in Largo. And when 16year-old student Vanessa
Vilchis moved here from
New York last year, she
said she was too busy to get
a driver’s permit.
“I was very behind in
school,” she explained.
“I didn’t have enough credits to graduate so we had to
find a different alternative,
which was MYcroSchool. If
it weren’t for the bus
passes, I wouldn’t be able
to attend MYcroSchool.”
Vilchis has to take two
buses to get to school, but
she said it is better than the
two and a half hour walk.
Plus, free bus rides opened
up new doors for her.
“With the bus passes I
was able to motivate myself

to get a job, which I did, in
Pasadena,” she said. “Getting to doctors’ appointments, I didn’t have to ask
my parents. It makes you
more independent. I’m re-

ally grateful for these bus
passes. I think every school
should give them out. It’d
be a great help to everybody.”
To learn more about MY-

croSchool Pinellas, please
visit mycroschool.org.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Alopecia Awareness seminar
From HAIR, page 1

Association, Inc. (ATBA),
Scott feels that individuals
suffering from hair loss
must have a nurturing and
educated hairstylist who can
advise them and take care of
their needs.
Some 50 nursing and
cosmetology
students
learned the many causes of
hair loss such as stress, side
effects from medication,
harmful styling techniques
and chronic disease such as
cancer, thyroid issues and
anemia. If a person is suffering from a medical condition, the body will place its
resources elsewhere to ensure that vital organs survive in stressful situations.
Unfortunately hair in not a
vital organ.
“I’m here to support hair
loss for real people and anybody that goes through high
blood pressure, diabetes or
any disease that leads to
renal failure,” said Janice
Starling-Williams.
Founder of All Kidney
Patient Support Group, Starling-Williams has seen the
effects of what certain drugs
and diseases can do to the
hair follicles. A recipient of a
kidney herself, she’s dealt
with the ups and downs of
lost strands. “It’s important
that we address the issues
with your hair.”
Laser Hair and Scalp
Clinic Director John Satino
did some straight talking
about what can be rationally
expected when making the
decision to undergo treatment for absent hair. So
what is the first line of defense? The use of topical solutions.
“It either works or doesn’t for you,” he said of minoxidil, known by most by
its brand name Rogaine.
Currently offered over the
counter in topical form,
users have had some suc-

cess. “The drug does work
to some degree.”
But Satino cautions that
all heads are not the same.
For instance, he explained to
seminar attendees that black
skin is thicker than Caucasian skin with females
having lighter skin than
males. “All these things have
to be taken into consideration,” he said.
Other options include
low-level laser treatments.
The laser penetrates the tissue and turbo charges it,
which can result in hair
growth. And although the
Laser Hair and Scalp Clinic
offers it, it’s also used in a lot
of local salons.
Stem cell injections are
another avenue to check
out, but be forewarned, it
may cost you. It’s about
$1,200 for one series of injections and the cost can add up
if more is needed.
“If a patient comes in and
we do see results, those patients sometimes will want to
do another set of injections
to see if we can do a little better,” said Satino. But about
90 percent of their patients
end up only needing one set
of injections and if the first
set doesn’t appear to be
working, the clinic usually
won’t see a need to pursue it
further.
If referred by a doctor or

 
 
 
  

  




hairstylist, consultations are
free, which could save $75,
so do the research and start
taking steps to revitalize not
only your head, but your
overall health.
Wigs were crafted and
donated to ATBA for hair
loss sufferers by PTC students. Annie’s Beauty Supply and J Lo Beauty Supply
also donated wigs to the
cause.
Other speakers at the
event focused on improving
vitality and body image.
Jackie Williams with It
Works!, a mail order cosmetic company, presented
products that are popular
right now in enhancing a
better overall appearance
such as the Ultimate Body
Applicator, a site-specific
contouring treatment that is
rumored to be used by
celebrities. The company offers supplements and
Williams looks at It Works!
as a health and wellness
company for today’s woman.
“I’ve tried just about

everything they have so I
know for myself it works,”
testified Williams.
Their most asked for
product is The Wrap, advertised as tightening, toning
and firming whatever area
you put it on in just 45 minutes.
“But I will tell you, it all
depends on what you’re carrying,” said Williams who
kept it real for the audience.
Someone who has a lot of
extra weight around the
middle may not see the
same results as those with
less poundage. Williams
also shared that it works on
stretch marks as well.
So whether you’re suffering from alopecia or your
body just needs a little boost,
check out the companies
and their services or products yourself. You may just
find the answer to your hair
and skin needs. Check out
myitworks.com
and
newhairlaser.com for more
information.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

 

 


 

















LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com




   





  


 
  


 
   

 
  





 



 



  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 


 

 

 


 




  
  
BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Can your voting rights be taken away in the future?
From VOTING, page 1

it has become next to impossible to restore one’s
right to vote due to a felony
conviction.
“In 2013 the Voting
Rights Act sustained a terrible blow when the
Supreme Court struck
down Section 4[b] of the
Act, essentially nullifying
provisions for federal oversight of state voting laws,”
she said.
In other words, Section
4(b) had established a formula to identify jurisdictions that were especially
prone to racial discrimination and which, under Section 5, thus required
federal pre-clearance for
any proposed changes to
voting laws. These measures were intended to prevent jurisdictions from
passing suppressive voting
laws that targeted minorities, but the Supreme
Court effectively ended
pre-clearance, and the oversight it afforded, with its
2013 ruling.
“Prior to the Supreme
Court ruling, Florida had
five counties that were considered pre-clearance counties,” Dr. Joyce Hamilton
Henry, Director of Advocacy for the Florida American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU), author and a former African American
Studies professor, said.
were
Collier,
“They
Hardee, Hendry, Hillsborough and Monroe counties.
Now what this means is
these counties no longer
need to follow the practices
that they were engaged in
to ensure that minorities

can vote, including language-minority individuals.”
As one of the panelists,
Henry spoke about “the
many different things that
have been done just in the
past four years to render
the Voting Rights Act ineffective. In early 2011 to
2012, there were 180 restrictive voting bills introduced in 41 states. All of
them had to do with suppression. Subsequently, 19
states had 27 voting measures to suppress the vote.
And the individuals who
were disproportionately impacted—the individuals for
whom the Voting Rights
Act was intended to protect—were disproportionately minorities and also
low-income individuals.”
Those more recent voting bills across different
states include proof of citizenship requirements to be
able to register and vote,
the limiting of voter registration mobilization efforts
and the termination of Election Day and same-day
voter registration.
“In 2011, Florida passed
a very bad piece of votersuppression legislation,”
said Henry. Early-vote days
were shortened from 40
days to eight days. Thirdparty voter-registration organizations like the League
of Women Voters were required to turn in voter registration applications in 48
hours instead of the 10
days they previously had.
And now a person’s signature only stays on record
for two years instead of

four.
Henry also addressed
Florida's tough policy on
restoring former felons'
right to vote.
“Under Jeb Bush there
were about 72,000 individuals who got their rights restored,”
Henry
said.
“Under Charlie Crist there
were about 154,000 individuals and under the current
administration going into
the second term, we have
1,500 individuals who have
gotten their rights restored
today. That is a democracy
at risk.”
Acting Deputy Director
of the Office of Intergovernmental and External Affairs
Stephanie
Owens-Royster
spoke
about the changes that
must be made for the VRA
to better serve the people.
“Number one, Congress needs a path to update a version of the Voting
Rights Act that would correct these recent problems,” Owens-Royster said.
“Since the legislative session began in 2015 in January, 113 bills were
introduced that would restrict access to registration
and voting.” Such measures are only adding to the
difficulty of voting for certain individuals.
Problems with the voting
process itself that deter
some people from voting,
Owens-Royster said, should
be addressed with “forwardlooking technology.” One
issue is the sometimes
lengthy, confusing process
of voting at the polls.
“I can vote for the win-

ner of “The Voice” in two
seconds, so it shouldn't
take me 45 minutes to actually vote for the president of
the United States,” OwensRoyster said.
Imam Askia Muhammad Aquil, president &
CEO of Florida Housing
Solutions, Inc. and an activist and religious leader,
pointed out that in some
countries election day is a
national holiday in order to
allow as many people as
possible to vote. That it is
not a holiday in the U.S., he
said, is evidence that those
in power want to prevent
low-income, working class
groups and minorities from
voting.
“There are many things
that can be done to facilitate voting and to enfranchise people if that were
the objective of the people
in power,” Aquil said. “I
don't think that's their objective. I think they look for
every opportunity to disenfranchise people and to discourage them by making
things difficult.”
Aquil shared his view
that “a sense of urgency” is
required to encourage officials to amend the voting
process so that more people are able to vote. “When
[people] are passionate,
they go to the ballot box,”
he stated. “Unless and until
we in our own lives and
hearts create a sense of urgency about this, a sense of
how important it is, and
then communicate that to
the people in power in office, we will continue to
have this long, slow,
dragged-out process.”
Aquil added that people
would only feel their votes

matter if elected officials
are held accountable. “People get excited and vote,
and then they realize [the
officials] don't do what they
say they're going to do anyway, so they feel they're
just wasting their time by
voting,” Aquil said. “We
have to be able to hold
them accountable.”
Event moderator and
School Board member
Rene Flowers asked the
panelists to respond to
those people who fear that
technology as implemented
in the voting process will
lead to fraud and corruption.
Owens-Royster
suggested turning to Silicon
Valley “to get the kind of
end-to-end security that's
needed to protect the vote,
the same way we protect
medical information when
we collect that kind of
data.”
Harry Harvey, the vice
chair of the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority Board,
chair of the St. Petersburg
NAACP and board ambassador with the Pinellas
County Supervisor of Elections said, “If people are
afraid of voting fraud, I always stress that they
should vote by mail,” which
he said is a very secure
process.
Henry added that
Florida recently passed online voter registration legislation that will take effect in
2017, “so we're moving in
the right direction to utilize
technology to make it easier to register to vote.”
Flowers then asked the
panel to share their
thoughts on why the number of young adult voters

has recently declined.
Henry noted that after a
surge in young adult voter
turnout in the 2012 presidential election, during
which 19 percent of those
aged 18 to 29 voted, the
percentage dropped to 13
percent in 2014. Laws intentionally targeting young
people, she said, were
partly to blame.
“Voter
suppression
methods are intended to
keep that population from
turning out to vote, because when they do turn
out to vote … they tend to
vote overwhelmingly Democrat,” Henry said.
Aquil added that for
young people today, voting
is not as much of “an invasive, visceral process” as it
was when he was young,
when people used “direct
action and civil disobedience … as tools for our
democracy.”
He said young people
today get involved with social justice via social media,
“but one of the problems
with social media is there
are so many things, so
many different distractions.
Those people who are involved in the movement
also know how easy those
things can be undermined.
You can pull it apart, you
can distract people with
other things and eventually
they forget all about what
they're fighting for.”
This community conversation was made possible by Florida Blue,
Pinellas County Urban
League, Pinellas Technical
College, The League of
Women Voters and The
Florida Holocaust Museum.
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Sickle Cell extravaganza a
huge success

Helping at-risk children

ST. PETERSBURG —
Last
month
was
National Sickle Cell Awareness Month and the Sickle
Cell Disease Association of
St. Petersburg celebrated
by commemorating their
43rd chapter anniversary
at the Annual Sickle Cell
Dinner and Jazz Extravaganza Sat., Sept. 19 at the
Hilton in downtown St.
Pete.
The crowd of nearly
300 feasted on a delicious
dinner and danced the
night away to the sounds of
the TABUU band. The festive crowd was also entertained by a creative
dance performed by Ericka Still to the music of
FLAWS.
The St. Petersburg
chapter also introduced
the 2016-17 poster child
eight-year-old Xavier McKinney, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Skip McKinney. The
crowd was excited about
the giveaways, which included a weekend stay at
the Hilton St. Petersburg.
All proceeds from the
extravaganza will benefit
client services and activities. The evening was

ST. PETERSBURG —
As one of the country’s
largest nonprofit child and
family services organization, Eckerd Community
Alternatives has been helping give at-risk children a
second chance at life since
1968. Founded by Jack and
Ruth Eckerd, the organization provides life changing
child welfare, juvenile justice, work force development and behavioral health
programs to over 18,000
children and families a
year.
“I don’t really think that
the community is aware of
the number of children that
are being abused, abandoned or neglected in our
area,” said Brian Bostick,
executive director for Eckerd Community Alternatives Pasco and Pinellas,
who believes it is paramount to provide these
children with forever families.
Eckerd offers a variety
of programs, including prevention services, community-based
services,
transitional services and
residential services. Prevention promotes healthy
child development by intervening early in children’s
lives
to
promote
lifelong success, while community-based services help
children and families involved in child welfare, juvenile justice or both.
Transitional services
aid families in a youth’s return from a residential
placement, when a child
has been away from home

capped off by the chapter
awarding a college scholarship to the Vaughn family
whose son Henry attends
Florida A&M University in
Tallahassee.

For more information
regarding sickle cell or to
schedule an educational
presentation, please contact the office at (727) 8962355.

      

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

for an extended period of
time. Residential services
provide therapeutic treatment for youngsters who
have behavioral and emotional issues.
Bostick said when a
child is removed from his
or her home or they come
to Eckerd’s attention, the
organization tries to discern what services the children need.
“Trying to find a permanency option for these kids,
that’s the main thing,” he
said. “They’re being able to
have a normal life.”
Bostick, who has been
with Eckerd Community
Alternatives since 2008,
started his career in child
welfare in the early 1990s.
He has held various supervisory positions within the
Florida Department of Children and Families. Under
his leadership, a new
record was set in 2013
when over 300 children in
the Pinellas/Pasco foster
care system were adopted
by forever families.
“I think it’s very important work that we’re doing,
trying to get children to

Executive Director
Brian Bostick
families,” he noted. “Just
trying to impact and
change the trajectory of
these kids and these families so that they can be successful.”
In Pasco and Pinellas
counties, Eckerd Community Alternatives is the lead
agency providing child welfare and foster care services to approximately 2,600
children and teens each
day.
For more information,
please visit Eckerd.org.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
   
  
  
   






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

  





 



 

  








HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:







Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

  
  









 


 
     
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  


 

 






 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

Victory Christian Center Church

 







 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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Witness of the Kingdom Ministries
1640 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
813-919-0485
Email: witnessofthekingdom2015@gmail.com
We are a non-domination Church that exists to see people
encounter the incredible life that God offers through Jesus
Christ. It starts with a relationship with Him, and spills over
into all other areas of life: finances, marriage, career, parenting,
relationships and even recreation.

Pastor Mark Owen and
First Lady Hazel Owen
Sunday morning worship
10:00 a.m.
Our ministry is all about people just like you! We are diverse,
multi-cultural who follow Jesus! It’s a place where hurts are
Open Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. healed, needs are met, and dreams become reality.



   

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as
a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Coming in the Month of
October 2015
Oct. 2 - Business Meeting @ 7:00 9.m.
Oct. 5 - South Florida
100th Centennial Celebration - Banquet Gala & Black
Tie Affair@ 7:00 p.m. Orange Blossom Catering,
220 4th St. N, Downtown St.
Petersburg, FL

Oct. 6-10 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association Convening at St. Mark
Missionary Baptist Church
Oct. 9-10 - “Commissioned and Committed”
Conference for Pastors,
Ministers,
Brotherhood
and the Sisterhood.
Oct. 14-16 - 84th
Church Anniversary Celebration-Theme: Standing
on
His
Promises
(Deuteronomy 28: 1-14)
All Weeknight Services
Begin @ 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 14 - Rev. Robert
Ward and the Mt. Moriah
M. B. Church
Oct. 15 - Rev. Dr. Wayne
G. Thompson and the First
Institutional Baptist Church
Oct. 16 - Rev. Troy
Adams and New Jerusalem
M. B. Church
Oct. 18 - Anniversary
Finale-10:45 a.m. Morning
Service & Family Dinner
Immediately following at
the Frank Cubby Center
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morn-

Friendship MBC
ing at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and join
us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Community Baptist Church has been a cornerstone
of
the
St.
Petersburg community for
many generations. Starting
in 1923, the church has continuously been a beacon of
light and a “House of Prayer
for all nations.” (Isaiah 56:7.)
Rev. Enoch D. Davis, for
who the Enoch Davis Recreation Center was named,
lead Bethel in its name
change to include “Community” and emphasized this
by leading the church in a
number of community projects.
Davis was a key figure
in the local Civil Rights
Movement; and whose
name can be found on the
current exhibit documenting this time in the Florida
Holocaust Museum. Fast
forward to the present, Rev.
Dr. Manuel L. Sykes continues in emphasizing the need
for community.
Leading the church by

example, Sykes has been involved in a number of community organizations, such
as the NAACP, Urban
League and F.A.S.T. organizations. He has challenged
the church this year to be
active in Reviving, Rebuilding and Reconnecting not
only itself but the community as a whole.
Everyone is encouraged
to be a part of this great
ministry and this great community as they move toward
a brighter future here in the
Sunshine City.
Services begin at 9:30
a.m. at 2901 54th Ave. S, St.
Petersburg. Hope to see you
there! God Bless!
************
Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under
the leadership of Dr. Rickey
L. Houston extend an invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living Word of God. Join us at

9:00 am for Sunday School
and at 10:15 am worship
service. Bible Study and
Teen Summit/Children Rising are held on Wednesday
evening, at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity,
building a stronger congregation and community to
the Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries
for all ages and interests.
We also encourage the community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
“Knowing Jesus Christ
in 2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

First Mt. Zion
The First Mt. Zion
Unity Day Committee presents their annual “100 Men
and Women in Black and
White” program. Mt. Olive
Missionary Baptist Church,
Largo, FL with the Rev-

erend Jerry Booker and his
congregation will be in
charge. All are invited to
come out in your black and
white to join in this spiritual
celebration. The service
will take place on Sunday af-

ternoon, October 11 at 4:00
pm.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121, 22nd Street South
where Reverend Wallace
Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Is your church having an
anniversary or event?
ADVERTISE HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

NEED A PLACE TO CALL
HOME? LOOKING FOR A
CHURCH THAT IS “FIRED
UP?” The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official
Family and the entire Church
Family extend to you a cordial
invitation to join “THE SHIP” in
fellowship at our 7:45 am or the
10:45 am worship service, and
Sunday Church School at 9:30
am. Pray for our Sick, Shut-in,
Children, Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
WEDNESDAY “NOON DAY”
BIBLE STUDY FROM 12:00
NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM (THE
BEST ONE HOUR OF YOUR
DAY) – WEDNESDAY NIGHT
AT 7:00 PM – THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN
US -- YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS THIS BIBLE STUDY,
STUDYING FROM 1ST JOHN,
CHAPTER 4.
Mr. Harrison Nash – The
Weekly Challenger’s very own
distributor – we know that Jesus
is a healer!
OCTOBER AT A GLANCE
Mon., Oct. 5 at 7 pm - “18th
/ 38th Pastor and First Family
Appreciation Celebration” Committee Meeting – All Member's
who are interested in being a
part of this Committee are encouraged to attend.
Sat., Oct. 10 – 8 am (Continental Breakfast) – Ushers

Workshop – Registration Donation $5 – Facilitator – Minister
Sharon P. Saulsby, Ushers Director, Florida General Baptist Convention,
Inc.
Held
with
Community Ushers Ministries
at Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church – 3455 26th
Avenue South – Contact Bethel
at (727) 327-0554 or (727) 3216672.
Sat., Oct. 10 – 9 am – Supernatural Sistahs; Dealing with
matters of the Heart Conference
– Keynote Speaker: Lyvonne
Hicks - Held at Friendship –
Tickets available – contact
Tameko Lovett: (727) 218-8815.
Mon., Oct. 12 at 7 pm - “18th
/ 38th Pastor and First Family
Appreciation Celebration” Committee Meeting – All Member's
who are interested in being a
part of this Committee are encouraged to attend.
Sat., Oct. 17 – Making
Strides Against Breast Cancer –
Vinoy Park – Details Coming
Soon.
Sun., Oct. 18 at 3 pm – Celebration One Thousand Women
in Red-New Jerusalem MBC,
1717 18th Ave. S. - Adult Choir,
Male Chorus & Third Sunday
Ushers and Nurses to serve.
Oct. 23-24 – THE LEADERSHIP FALL RETREAT – HELD
AT CAMP YALE BAPTIST
CONFERENCE
RETREAT,
LEESBURG, FLORIDA. Min-

istry Leaders please see Sis.
Penny Williams ASAP. Sign-up
sheets located in the Atrium.
Thought for the Week:
WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT
PEOPLE WHO KNEW YOU
BACK IN THE DAY, BUT NOW
THAT YOU HAVE CHANGED,
THEY CAN'T LET IT GO?
DON'T
WORRY
ABOUT
THEM, YOU JUST KEEP ON
KEEPING ON, PRAY FOR
THEM, AND LOVE THEM
ANYHOW.
Don't let “The Ship” sail
without you! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us by the
following methods: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 Church Office:
(727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the
PASTOR'S IMAGE at the top of
the Page. Also, USTREAM Visit West Coast Baptist District
Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED
A
RIDE
TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300
and leave your information.
Support West Coast Baptist
District Association Women’s
Auxiliary Foreign Mission Project which is underway.

The Pastor’s Aide Ministry of
The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Frank W. Peterman Jr., Pastor presents

Annual Hattitude & Fashion
Extravaganza
Featuring
Four Seasons’
Saturday, October 3
at 11 a.m.
Orange Blossom
220 4th St. N.,
St. Pete, FL 33701
Donation: $25.00
Please contact
the following
for your tickets
and if you
are interested
in modeling.
Ruth Smith
(727) 867-8609
Leann Yates
(727) 542-3384
Church Office
(727) 327-0015
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